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thanks. It is because I have always believed that God helps the cause
of truth that I started this movement in His name. The success we
have achieved is there for all of us to see. What has made the
Government remit the sentences and open the prison gates and let
the people out? Surely our truthfulness and strength. I used to say
that, if we scrupulously followed the path of truth, the white Colonists
themselves would veer to our side, and that is exactly what has
happened. We are also thankful to the whites for the pains they took
to further our just cause. They did so because they were inspired by
God within to have sympathy for His oppressed devotees, and to fight
on their behalf.
I need not refer to the remark General Smuts made in the course
of a speech1 that it was impossible to send everyone to gaol. All these
things indicate that, if the [Indian] community remains united, it will
always win through. We will now register voluntarily for purposes
of identification and the scrutiny [of our rights of domicile] and the
Government has accepted this [offer]. That means that the obnoxious
law will die altogether. The stigma that attached to us under the law
will now disappear. Under the proposed arrangement, the Government
will accept signatures by educated persons and by owners of property,
but unlettered people have to give ten finger-prints on the application
forms. Though I am against this myself and will strive with the Govern-
ment to the best of my ability to have the requirement waived, I see
nothing wrong in having to give finger-impressions if the Government
does not come round. For after all we shall be giving them of our own
free choice. They must not be given if they are made compulsory. And
the Government has allowed us a period of three months for the matter
to be settled. I will therefore strive to obtain the best [terms] that I
can for the Indian community.
Under the law, the Government wanted the compulsory registration
of children, and this [provision] too, has now been dropped. The
question of amending the law suitably will be taken up when Parliament
meets in Pretoria. For the present, however, the sentences of
imprisonment against us have been set aside, and it is now up to us to
prove that we are honourable men. It will be no use having anything
in writing from the Government, since the final authority is that of
Parliament. We have thus to depend only on what Parliament does.
Just as Lord Roberts and others used to make promises to us on behalf
of the Imperial Parliament, so has the Colonial Secretary set us free
in anticipation of Parliament's approval. When Parliament meets, we
shall be delivered from this law2. That is, the Act will be repealed
1 His Mayville speech; vide footnote on p. 13.
2 Asiatic Registration. Act